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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to their duty of good faith and candor as set forth in 37 CFR 1.56(a), 
Applicants request that the reference(s) cited on attached form PTO-1449 (copies of which are 
enclosed) be considered by the Examiner in connection with the search of the prior art required 
by 37 CFR 1.104. This Statement is being filed under one of the following provisions of § 1.97: 

[ XX ] This Statement is being filed under 37 CFR 1.97(b) prior to the latest of: (1) three 
months from the filing date of this Application; (2) three months after entry of the 
national stage in the case of an intemational application; (3) the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits; or (4) before the mailing of a first Office Action after the 
filing of a request for continued examination under §1.114. 

[ ] This Statement is being filed under 37 CFR 1.97(c) after the period specified in § 1.97(b) 
but prior to the earlier of: (1) a final Office Action under § 1.113; (2) a Notice of 
Allowance under § 1.113; or (3) an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application. This Statement is accompanied by either: 

[ ] the fee set forth in § LI 7(p); or 
[ ] the statement specified in § 1 .97(e). 
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[ ] This Statement is being filed under 37 CFR 1.97(d), but prior to the payment of the issue 
fee. This Statement is accompanied by: 

(1) the statement specified in § 1.97(e); and 

(2) the fee set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p). 

Applicants believe no petition is necessary; however, if this belief is incorrect, 
please consider this paper as such. 

Applicants believe there is no fee due for filing this paper. However, if 
AppUcants are in error, the Director is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account 50-0591 of 
Osha & May L.L.P. under Order No. 03226.510001 for any additional fees and/or credits. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: 




1221 McKinney Street, Suite 2800 
Houston, Texas 77010 
Telephone: (713)228-8600 
Facsimile: (713) 228-8778 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

*' Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language is present or an English Translation or Abstract is attached. 
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I hereby certify that this 

Information Disclosure Statement along with the required papers 

(Identify type of correspondence) 

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on Julv 19. 2004. 

(Date) 
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